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With  prospects  of  an  all-time  record  wheat  crop  increasing  almost  daily,  the 
harvest  of  bumper  yields  appears  almost  certain  to  be  completed  with  fewer  problems 
than  was  considered  possible  under  war  conditions.    Two  of  the  most  critical  harvest 
factors — -weather  and  adequate  harvesting  equipment — have  been  on  the  farmer's  side 
so  far. 

SHEEPHERDERS  GET  MORE  SUGAR 

Sheepherders  who  work  in  isolated  areas  for  long  periods  of  time  will  now  be 
allowed  one  and  a  half  extra  pounds  of  sugar  a  month,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
consumer  allotment  of  five  pounds  per  two  and  a  half  months. 

LEE  DANIEL  PUTS  ROCKS  TO  7JORK 

Most  farmers  consider  rock  outcroppings  a  nuisance,  but  Lee  Daniel  thinks  the 
rocks  on  his  farm  west  of  Portales  are  an  asset.    He  is  using  the  rocks  removed 
from  his  fields  in  the  construction  of  corral  fences  and  farm  buildings • 

While  this  is  one  form  of  conservation,  Mr.  Daniel's  real  interest  is  in  the  : 
soil  and  water  conservation  program  he  is  carrying  out  in  cooperation  with  the 
Roosevelt  Soil  Conservation  District.    He  has  already  had  his  land  survej^ed  and 
leveled  for  irrigation,  in  order  to  make  the  most  efficient  use  of  his  soil  and 
water  resources, 

Mr.  Daniel,  who  believes  that  good  farm  management  can  more  than  offset  the 
difference  between  good  and  poor  soils,  expects  to  have  a  well-improved  farm 
eventually. 

FARM  SALES  REACH  HIGH  LEVEL 
The  sustained  demand  for  farm  land  has  practically  exhausted  the  acquired  real 
estate  of  the  Federal  Land  Bank,  according  to  C.  G.  Shull,  president. 
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Farm  sales  made  by  the  Wichita  land  bank  in  the  first  six  months  of  1944 
totaled  371  •    With  the  continued  decline  in  foreclosures  the  land  bank  now  has  less 
than  300  farms  available  for  sale — the  lowest  number  in  over  a  decade. 

The  percentage  of  purchase  price  paid  in  cash  is  higher  than  in  former  years, 
a  fact  which  land  bank  officials  consider  a  reflection  of  high  farm  income  and  the 
desire  of  farmers  to  maintain  a  sound  financial  position, 

REA  EDUCATES  FOR  SAFETY 

With  electricity  still  relatively  new  in  the  lives  of  thousands  of  farmers, 
operators  of  New  Mexico's  five  REA-financed  rural  power  systems  are  constantly 
attacking  the  safety  problems  created  by  improper  use  of  electrical  facilities. 
This  educational  program  among  the  2,700  rural  consumers  on  REA-financed  power  lines 
in  the  state  is  an  important  means  of  helping  to  achieve  the  goal  to  which  National 
Farm  Safety  Yfeek,  July  23-29,  is  dedicated. 

Some  of  the  more  urgent  precautions  advocated  by  rural  electrification  special- 
ists include  proper  installation  and  inspection  of  wiring;  location  of  switches 
beyond  the  reach  of  children  or  animals;  grounding  and  insulation  of  equipment, 
wherever  recommended;  use  of  appliances  in  a  dry  location  and  only  when  the  oper- 
ator's hands  and  feet  are  dry;  adequate  lighting  around  equipment;  enclosure  or 
guarding  of  gears,  rotating  parts,  and  belts;  and  proper  use  of  fuses# 

HEMPHILL  ANNOUNCES  SUPPORT  PRICES  ON  SPUDS 

The  potato  price  support  program  will  be  effective  in  New  Mexico  for  a  period 
of  50  days,  beginning  July  5,  C.  V.  Hemphill,  chairman  of  the  State  AAA  Committee, 
announced  today. 

The  support  price,  v/hich  applies  only  to  early  and  intermediate  potatoes,  has 
been  set  at  $2.30  per  hundred  for  U.  S.  No.  1  grade  potatoes,  sacked  in  new  bags 
and  loaded  f.o.b,  carrier  at  country  shipping  points.    The  folio wing  support  orices 
have  been  set  for  potatoes  of  specified  lower  grades:  for  85  per  cent  U.  S.  No.  1 
quality,  $2.05  per  100  pounds;  for  U.  S.  commercial  grade,  $1.90  per  100  pounds; 
for  U.  S.  No.  1  grade,  size  B,  or  U.  S.  No.  2  grade,  $1*15« 
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Actual  returns  to  producers  will  be  below  the  support  price  when  a  certified 
dealer  performs  any  of  the  following  services:  hauling,  grading,  bags,  bagging, 
loading,  inspection,  and  selling, 

CCC-PUR CHASED  WHEAT  TO  REPLENISH  RESERVES 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation's  wheat  purchases,  which  had  a  favorable  effect 
on  market  prices  even  before  the  seven  cents-a -bushel  advance  in  government  loan 
•rates  to  farmers,  were  a  part  of  CCC's  regular  livestock  feed  purchasing  program 
to  replenish  dwindling  reserves. 

Prior  to  the  announcement  of  the  higher  loan  rate,  CCC  started  to  buy  at  six  c 
cents  over  the  old  loan  rate,  which  resulted  in  heavy  buying  of  futures,    CCC  "pur- 
chases totaled  only  about  1,600,000  bushels, 

WFA  has  boosted  the  loan  rate  on  1944  wheat  seven  cents  per  bushel  to  a  . 
national  average  of  $1,35  a  bushel  on  the  farm,  which  represents  90  per  cent  of 
parity,  instead  of  the  85  per  cent  level  of  the  last  three  years.    The  loan  rate 

in    i    County  is   ,  according  to   

 chairman  of  the  County  AAA  Committee, 

PROTEIN  MEAL  MORE  PLENTIFUL 

Protein  meal  is  not  so  scarce  as  it  once  was,  according  to  WFA  officials,  who 
cite  the  inability  of  many  buyers  to  handle  the  meal  offered  them  because  they 
already  had  a  60-day  supply.    Exemptions  from  established  quotas  for  buyers  of 
pellets  during  the  next  three  months  offer  cattle  and  sheep  ranchers  an  opportunity 
to  get  their  winter  feed  supplies  early.    The  20  per  cent  setaside  of  protein  meal 
for  directed  distribution  by  WFA  will  be  continued  in  August. 

PRODUCERS  MUST  REQUEST  tARM  IJAQE  CEILINGS 

According  to  a  provision  of  the  1944-45  USDA  appropriations  act,  a  specific 
wage  ceiling  regulation  can  be  issued  only  if  a  majority  of  producers  in  an  area 
affected  by  the  action  favor  it.    War  Food  Administrator  Marvin  Jones  has  instructed 
wage  boards  to  hold  a  ceiling  hearing  when  it  is  requested  in  writing  by  a  majority 
of  producers  in  a  region. 


SUPERPHOSPHATE  GOAL  NEARLY  9k  MILLION  TONS 
WFA  has  submitted  to  WPB  a  production  goal  of  9, 46/+, 000  tons  of  normal'  (18%) 
superphosphate  for  the  year  beginning  July  1.    This  compares  with  about  seven 
million  tons  for  the  1943-44  fertilizer  year. 

FARMERS  GET  MORE  CHAIN 
In  a  move  to  make  farm  chains  (harness,  wagon,  cot/  ties,  log  and  halter  chains 
md  repair  and  lap  links)  more  generally  available  to  farmers,  WPB  has  authorized 
manufacturers  to  fill  orders  from  suppliers  v/ithout  regard  to  most  preference 
ratings.    Production  must  be  kept  within  permitted  schedules  based  on  the  1940 
and  1941  output. 

TAKE  AN  AVERAGE  BITE  FROM  A  BIG  PIE 
Raymond  C.  Smith  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  believes  that  agri- 
culture should  try  hard  to  make  the  pie  larger  after  the  war.    "An  equitable  share 
of  a  large  pie  would  almost  certainly  be  better  for  agriculture  than  an  inequitably 
large  share  of  a  small  pie,  for  without  efforts  to  bring  about  an  expanding  economy 
a  small  pie  is  likely  to  shrink  to  an  even  smaller  size." 
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